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Rz AVENIENT TO 21 DEL.C., $2118 RELATING TO INSURANCE
REQUIREZNENTS FOR MOTOR VEHICLES

On or azbout Junme 27, 1980, the Governmor signed into law 5B No. 313 as

smended by Si No. 1. (62 Del.laws, ¢.280.) This piece of legislation corrects

!

2n znomely which bas existed for several years. Tventy-one Del.C., §2118(2)
used %o read, in pertinent part, as follows:
"(a) Yo owner of a motor vehicle registered
in this State . « . shall operate or authorize

any other person to operate such vehicle unless
+he owner has insurance on such motor vehicle « + »

"
Subsection (q) of section 2118 sets forth the penzlties for violating

subsection {a), Thus, while an owner of a registered notor vehicle subjected

hlmself to the penzlties provided in subsection (q) if he drove said vehicle

without insurance, an ownex of an unregistered mofor vehicle who drove said

veh;cle without insurance escaped the penality provisions of subsection (q)
Tae amendment to section 2118(a) corrects this inequity. 3y 62 Del.Laws, C.

280, section 2118(a) now reads, in pertinent part, as follows:

/e "(a) ¥o owner of a motor vehicle reguired
' ; ’ 1o be registered in this State . . . shall

operaue or authorize any other person ito operate
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such vehicle unless the owder has insurance
‘on such motor vehicle . . " (Enphasis
added to show 2mended language.) £

Foe =
Thueg, there are now two offenses comnitfed by the driver wko drives an .

unregistered motor vehicle upon the highways of this State without having the

required insuraznce covering that vehicle. They are:

1.  Operating an unregistered motor vehicle in violation of 21 Del.C.,

§2101; and

_ 2., Operating a motor vehicle without inéhranée in violation of 21 Del.C.,
§2158(a).

‘ Please see that your copies of Title 21, section 2118(a) aze zmended in

confornity with this mexzorandum,
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